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IS CHRISTIANITY INTOLERANT? Lesson Outline
Source: www.NewHeartAndMind.com
Video link: https://www.facebook.com/364614846995942/videos/647265072064250/

Goals: 
· To understand that intolerance [being exclusive] is not always a bad thing. 
· Truth is intolerant/exclusive

· Jesus is exclusive because he’s truth and there’s no one like Him.

Warm-up: Discuss
1) What intolerance do you see in the world?

2) Is intolerance always bad? Example: The police often have “zero tolerance” towards crime.

3) Do some people call Christians intolerant? Why?

 

Watch Video 

1) Is it fair to single out Christianity as intolerant/exclusive? Why/not? [Answer: Almost everyone claims intolerance/exclusivity in some area.]

2) Explain: Truth is intolerant/exclusive. [Answer: Some facts exclude other facts. You can’t be married and single at the same time.]

3) Which is good or bad tolerance?
a. Being intolerant of someone because you don’t like them. [Answer: Bad. God opposes this. Read Matthew 22:39.]

b. Being intolerant of sin because you want to be like Jesus. [Answer: Good. Read Ephesians 5:3]

4) Are Buddhism/Islam/Hinduism intolerant/exclusive? [Yes – see below]
a. Buddha rejected the Hindu caste system and Vedas.

b. Islam: “There is no true god but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.”
c. Hindus: Reincarnation and karma are non-negotiable
5) Is gravity intolerant? [Answer: Yes. It affects you – whether you believe in it or not.]

6) Is science opposed to God? Why/not? [Answer: No: a) Francis Collins, head of the Human Genome Project; b) Nobel Prizes: Overall, from the years 1901–2000, Christians have won a total of 78.3% of all the Nobel Prizes in Peace, 72.5% in Chemistry, 65.3% in Physics, 62% in Medicine, 54% in Economics and 49.5% of all Literature awards*]

7) Is this verse intolerant/exclusive? “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” [John 14:6]. [Answer: Yes. Jesus says He’s the ONLY way.]
a. Is Jesus boasting? [Answer No, He’s just telling the truth. The Queen is not boasting if she says, “I’m the Queen of England. She’s just telling the truth. Jesus is telling the truth.]
b. Why did Jesus say this? [He wants people to be saved. Truth is exclusive. There cannot be different contradicting ways to Heaven.]

 

Closing:
1) What did Jesus mean when He said He was the only way?

a. He is equal to Buddha, Mohammed, and the Hindu gods

b. It doesn’t matter what you believe

c. He is the only way

2) Do YOU believe Jesus is the only way? If you don’t, aren’t you calling Him a liar?

* Shalev, Baruch Aba (2003). 100 Years of Nobel Prizes. New Delhi : Atlantic Publishers & Distributors. ISBN 81-269-0278-7. OCLC 588491891
